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should be tlie recipient of strong State support and wise
direction.

In Turkey, as in most countries, agriculture is con-
sidered a despised occupation. The farmer or peasant
prefers to live in the town. He encourages his son to
enter a career other than agriculture. If the young man
is bright, he may receive extra schooling; then he seldom
becomes a cultivator. The knowledge of improved agri-
cultural practices in other countries must be brought to
the attention of the Anatolian peasants, who can be
taught the value of education as applied to their occupa-
tion. The material and social benefits that would result
cannot be exaggerated,

Agriculture

The regions which comprised the Ottoman Empire in
August, 1914, are essentially agricultural. Only in ex-
ceptional cases have their inhabitants risen above their
present level of economic development. They have at no
time taken kindly to change in their methods of living
or to economic progress. The pressure of growing popu-
lation has been met by migrations, wars and massacres,
and, only after an agelong struggle have they remained
in their present low grade of the agricultural stage, while
large tracts of land and great masses of the population
are still nomadic in their method of living. So far as
the knowledge of the past history and the present condi-
tion of these peoples throws any light upon their prob-
able future, it seems to be a safe and conservative state-
ment to make that the lands of the Levant seem to be
destined for an indefinite time to come to remain pre-
dominantly agricultural. While certain cities may pos-
sibly develop into thriving commercial centers or sporadic
manufacturing industries acquire local importance, these
will have for their purpose the serving of the greater